
Cambridgeshire Ecumenical Council – Diocese of Vellore Link 
Annual report 2018-19 

 

Introduction 
Since its inauguration in 1990, the Cambridgeshire Ecumenical Council sought to 
have a world church focus, which would enable its constituent denominations to look 
beyond their local needs to see God at work elsewhere.  The Diocese of Vellore, in 
the Church of South India, was chosen as one of the newest diocese in the United 
Churches.   
The link is one of friendship and fellowship, and, from 1998, has been a covenanted 
relationship (renewable every 7 years). 

In gratitude to Almighty God 
for blessing the growth of fellowship and partnership 

between the Cambridgeshire Ecumenical Council, England 
and the Diocese of Vellore Church of South India, 

we jointly covenant together to 
Pray regularly for one another 

Work together to strengthen the links of Christian Fellowship 
Exchange ideas and learn from each other’s Christian experience 

Give mutual support and encouragement to one another 
We dedicate ourselves anew to these tasks 

in the service of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the head of the Church 
and in service to one another 

in the confidence that the Holy Spirit is our guide 
in all our growing together. 

We agree to review this Covenant in seven years time. 
 

To further this covenant on the Cambridgeshire side, a Link support group has been 
formed, with representatives from most of the constituent denominations of the 
Cambridgeshire Ecumenical Council.  Many of the members of this Link support 
group work for no remuneration or repayment of expenses.  The Link support group 
meets 6 times each year, usually in Ely 
 This year’s work has furthered the covenant in the following ways: 
 

Praying regularly for one another 

 Day of Prayer for Vellore (usually the Sunday before Lent). In 2019,  this was 
moved to the 2nd Sunday before Lent because of a clash with a Diocese of Ely 
designated Sunday.  Online materials were produced, and publicised on the 
Cambridgeshire-Vellore website and through the denominations.  This work is done 
using the time of volunteers. 

 Prayer support for the Diocese of Vellore as a new Bishop was selected. 
Bishop Rajavelu retired in July 2018.  Through our friends in Vellore, the Link 
Support Group was updated about the process of selection of a new bishop, and able 
to offer prayer for the process.  Whilst in India, the Vellore Link Coordinator was 
asked to pray for the appointment.  Via social media, we were informed as soon as 
an announcement was made, and able to set up prayers for Bishop Sharma, both 
then and at his consecration two days later. 

 Regular news and updates both from and to Vellore, via the Link 
Coordinators in Cambridgeshire and Vellore, and via friendship links. 
 

Work together to strengthen the links of Christian Fellowship 

 The Vellore Link Coordinator attended the South Asia Forum (this year in 
Chennai), and also visited the Diocese of Vellore in February 2019, which gave the 



chance to hear concerns of our partners, to meet key people in Diocese of Vellore 
and in CSI Synod, and other partners across Europe.  Whilst in India, she preached 
in St John’s Church, Fort Vellore. This visit (flights, transport, visa) and the 
membership of the South Asia Forum is paid by the funds of the Link Support Group 
(about £800 in total, getting flights at sale time). 

 Trip to Vellore July 2019.  Rev Paul Whittle is leading a group of 10 people 
to the Diocese of Vellore in July and August 2019.  The visit will be for 3 weeks.  
Participants in this group represent the denominations of the Cambridgeshire 
Ecumenical Council and are representatives of the link.  Participants are self-funding. 
(£1600 per person) 
 

Exchange ideas and learn from each other’s Christian experience 

 Visit of Mrs Esther Kathiroli, Secretary of Tamilnadu Christian Council 
and Director of Programmes (May 2019)  Mrs Esther paid her own fares to UK and 
we offered hospitality, transport to and from the airport and across Cambridgeshire. 
 

Give mutual support and encouragement to one another 

 Climate change programme continues.  In Lent 2018, we promoted a 
Carbon Fast, working with Christian Aid.  In September, matching a similar event in 
Vellore, we held an Eco walk in Wicken Fen.  This was promoted via websites, 
posters, social media and local radio, and over 40 people attended. 

 International Eco conference is to be held by CSI in August.  Two of the 
group visiting Vellore will attend the whole of this conference.  There will also be a 
day long Eco workshop while we are there, and discussions on how to take our work 
together further.  Before he became Bishop, Rt Rev Sharma was one of the leads on 
this work in Vellore. 

 Support for hostels and education of rural children.  School hostels, which 
support the education of rural children, particularly girls, have received a ‘double 
whammy’.  Some foreign funding has been removed or denied.  At the same time, 
the hostels are having to provide better provision for the well-being and safety of the 
pupils, which costs money.  In Lent, we held an appeal for the hostels in the Diocese 
of Vellore. 
 

We agree to review this Covenant in seven years time. 

 It is hoped that the covenant will be renewed in July 2020, when Bishop 
Sharma is in Cambridgeshire prior to the Lambeth Conference 

 Review work will begin with Bishop Sharma in July/August 2019 as part of the 
visit, and continue at the Cambridgeshire Ecumenical Council in October 2019. 

 Although most of Bishop and Mrs Sharma’s airfares to UK will be paid by the 
Lambeth Conference, each Bishop from CSI has been asked to pay 100,000 rupees 
(currently £1,150) towards the costs for themselves and their spouse.  We 
recommend that we pay this for Bishop Sharma and Sophie.  We also expect to bring 
one other person from Vellore to witness the signing of the covenant.  The Link 
Support Group will need to save money to pay for airfare, visa and insurance for this 
person.  Board will probably be provided by Link Support Group members, but we will 
need to provide transport around Cambridgeshire, meals and the celebration of the 
signing of the covenant (in India, this would include a full biryani!)   To bring a visitor 
from Vellore costs the Vellore Link about £2500.  To provide hospitality without 
airfares and visa costs about £500 per week  (with bed and breakfast provided free of 
charge by a group member). 
 

To continue to do this work on behalf of the churches of the Cambridgeshire 
Ecumenical Council (C of E, Methodist, URC, Baptist, Salvation Army, Society of 



Friends, Roman Catholic), the Link Support group relies on regular funding from the 
constituent denominations. 
Fiona Brampton 
Vellore Link Co-ordinator, Cambridgeshire 


